

I nr how I wu to convoy to Craig what I had felt that In any auch attempt wo tine; followed closely by Sydney. Whit- keratin, you know. Is also called epl- sadden, deadly West Indian hurricanes, strewed the beach. Does that loeM 

had Just seen without exciting suspicion, might count on Whitson playing a lone son came. Burke and ourselves com- dermose. It Is a ecleroprotein present We hurried out on the street. The like agricultural machinery 

They were dlecuaelng the commercial and hand at all stages of tho game. pleted the party. Kennedy and I were largely in cutloalar structure, such as Kriokaotts had Just driven up with Bur- iv* strained our eyes. Kennedy did 

agricultural future of the Islands under It was the morning of the last day of passing along a colonnade that opened hair, nails, horn. I believe It la usually lslgh and Leontla*. as well as Whit- not pause: 

the America flag, especially the sugar In- the voyage. Most of the passengers from the large dining hall , when Craig prepared from pieces of hqrn soaked In son and Sydney. -The moment I heard that arms war* 

dustry, which had fallen Into a low estate, gathered on the deck for the first paused and looked at the massive pepsin, hydrochlotio acid and water for On the horlson an ugly, dark cloud getting through Into Mexico l suspect* 

i." remarked Kennedy, cas- glimpse of the land to which we bad table set for Mie dinner. a long time. Then the residue Is die- rose menacingly. In the strange, uti- .J that somewhere here In the Cartb* 

you are already modernising been journeying. A servant had just completed setting solved in ammonia and acetio add. earthly murkiness I could see people hean munitions were being transship# 

_ _I _J_Z-_ ' > Before us lay the beautiful and pic- out cocktails at the various places. "The pepsin of the stomach won't dt- pouring out into the narrow street*. D.-d Perhaps they have been sent te 

same, getting ready for a revival." turesque arbor and town of Char- pouring them from a huge tankard gest it." he returned. Tor that reason Leontln* had hurried Into the hotel. Atlantic ports ostensibly for the si* 

Erickson received the remark stolidly, lotte Amalie, one of the finest harbors which had been on a sideboard. Guests it is used for coating what ara known Suddenly, without further warning, the lie*. Tiir have got down hers dlsa 

ho replied, slowly. "Soma of us in the .West Indies, deep enough to had been walking past through the as 'enteric capsules.' Anything coatsd storm broke. Trees were turned up culsed. Prom thin port, the key to the 

‘- ' ■*: —■**- I’lp- colonnade since we arrived, but at the with keratin Is carried on through the by the roots and buildings rocked as If vast sweep of mainland I reasoned 

drydocka and repair shops, moment there was no one about and stomach into the Intestines." they were houses of cards. that they were taken over to secret 

. . " "What are the seeds? Have you found "Leonllne," I heard a voice mutter points on the const, where big ships 

by my side. It wu Burleigh. could not safely go. It was here that 

Sonl * I was literally picked up and hurled blockade runner* were refitted In our 
against an object in the darkness—a civil war. It is here that this "i»W 
man. "In the room—more keratin— 
more needs!" It was Kennedy. Ho had 
made a search In the confusion, which 
otherwise would have been more diffi¬ 
cult. 

Just then came a crash as the hotel 
crumpled under llie fierce stress of 
the storm. Out of the doorway strug¬ 
gled a figure just In time to clear the 
falling walls. It was Burleigh, a hug- 
gaah from a beam on his forehead. In 
Ills arms clinging about his neck, was 
Leonttne. no longer the sophisticated, 
but In tho face of thla primeval danger 
Just a woman. 

"My God!" exclaimed a thick voire, 
as an arm pointed toward the harbor. 

There was the Arroyo, tugging at 
every extra mooring that could be Im¬ 
pressed Into service. The lighters had 
broken or been cut away, and were 
scudding snuarelv at tho shore below 
A moment and they had crashed 
on the beach, while the great waves 
tor* open and flung about heavy cases 
as though they were mere toys. 

Then, almost as suddenly ss It had 
como the storm began to abate, the air 
cleared, and nothing remained but the 
fury of the waves. 

"Look!" exclaimed Kennedy, pointing 
- — tho strange wreckage mat 


*>nn «ITH the treaty ratified. If ed to know, without exciting suspicion. ..j 

OOW/A// the deal goes through Thus, by the time we sat down to din- uaJly. 'll— ,---- 

VtVv we'd all be rich." ner ln th ® “ ,oon w ® w ® r ® * 11 *® tUn * your plant and th»t_others are.doing the 

w w Something about the re- w> had me Burke quite as naturally_____ 

nark which res* over the babel of voices as If we were total strangers. It was "Mo," he replied, slowly. -— — ... —,----.- 

arrested Kennedy's attention For one easy to "take It appear that Whitson may be doing so, but os for me, 1 shall float the largest vessels, with ship' 

•Treated Kennedy a attention. y ° r one a,,/ Sydney „„„ shipboard acquaint- he quite content to sell If I can get my yards. L.;—----- _ _ 

thing. It was a woman s voice, and it was ance5 . Mor was It difficult to secure an price." From the deck It was a strikingly even the servant had disappeared, 

not the sort of remark to be expected Introduction to the other party of four. "The planter* are not putting in modern beautiful picture, formed by three Kennedy stepped lightly Into the din- out yetr' 

from a woman at least not In such a Th® girl whom wo had heard addressed machinery, then?" queried Kennedy, in- spurs of mountains covered with the ing hall and looked about sharply- He "Thero seem to be two kinds. 

I as Leonllne seemed to be the leader of nocently, while there flashed over me what greenest of tropical foliage. From the pulled from his pocket a clean linen of them are quite harmless. But there 

P“ c ®- the group. Leontine Cowell was a -Irik- he had discovered about shipments of edge of the dancing blue waves the handkerchief. Into an empty glass he are others that have been soaked lu 

Craig had been working pretty hard Ing personality. I was never quite sure agricultural implements. town Itself rose on the hills, presenting Poured the contents of one of tho cock- nitro-benxol—artificial oil of bitter al¬ 
and hee-nn to ahhw the strain We had whether she remembered seeing us at Erigkson shook his head. "Some of them an entrancing panorama. tall glasses, straining the liquid through rounds. Even a few drops such as 

- u ‘ , . the Burridge. whether she penetrated may be. But for one that Is. I know There was much to watch, but I let tbs handkerchief. Then he poured tho might bo soaked up ln this way. might 

taken an evening off. and now had the p art „ w# were playing. She was twenty whose only thought la to sell out nothing interfere with my observation filtrate, If I may call It such, back Into be fatal. They were all carefully coat- 

Vlropped In after the theater at the Bur- none the less feminine because she had and take a profit." of how the affair between Sydney and the original glass. A second he treated ed with keratin. Really, they are kera- 

rldge one of the most frequented mid- aspirations ln a commercial way. The conversation trailed off on other Leontine was progressing. To my our- >n the same way and a third. He hod tln-coated enteric capsules of nltro- 

, ' . _ , Her companion. Barrett Burleigh, was subjects and I knew that Kennedy had prise, I saw that thla morning she nearly completed the round of tho table benzol—a deadly poison." 

night resorts on Broadway. when I heard a light step. My warning I looked at him. aghast at what eom* 

At the table next to us—and the tables __ l^nrrm - l - - came only just In time. It was Bur- of us had been rescued from by his 

at tha Burridge were so close that one I “ " 1 . ^ iHIMmlUl*/ iMa.WlVS I I J ®‘*t H ® *»»“*• "lade some hasty re- prompt action. 

_.,, h fh „,„ -. - f '/ —, II j| I fl LI/MffV I . D mark and walked on. Had It been In- "Vou see," he went on. "that Is why 

almost rubbed elbows with those at the y \L J 1 U K ll I UU ! Hi , !\\ l«r««t In leontlo* or In ths dining room the autopsies probably showed nothing, 

next—sat a party of four, two ladies li . S> W t I 9 lU II I ul Ml II HU 11 ft ,hat had drawn bim thither? These doctors down here sought for a 

evening gowns and two men in iramac" I - J Zi'rK.l r- . I 1 II I I ll 11 j I »£<* f&vrSZTu/tlllHl] ClIlN Kennedy waa now looking closely at poison ln the stomach, but if the poi- 

I.,. v. t I , / i I I >1 II III II III II i •, 2HUJUIW nyilVr the handkerchief, and I looked also. In son had been In the stomach the odor 

lato-black and white f „ )\ Sr7/lA{Vi\ * 1 MMJJ I I f rlPlf^ ! b ® had been Innumerable lit- alone would have betrayed It. You 

“I hope you are right. Leontine. re- •,] ' /V ' 1 1 I II •’ tie seed* The fine meshes of the linen smelt It when you crushed a seed. But 

turned one of the men. with an Hughs! I /. y II | f ( II ”*** extracted them. What were they? the poisoning: had been devised to avoid 

accent -The natural place for th^ / / <l/fl . ! 1 11 * Itook one In my Ungers and crushed it. Just that chance of discovery. There 

accent. ri n <t n*i urat i pmci s . i JU'/ZWl It l y There wupan unmistakable odor of bit- was no poison in the stomach. Death 

islands is under the American flu*,, anj- i , 1 UBk i J ter almonds. What did it mean? was delayed long: enough, also, to di- 

way." } /) f “ 1 Ukiat wFUfl 1 I li Wr r I ow i managed to get through that vert suspicion from tho real poisoner. 

-Yes." put in the other: v, h « people U f \ IJJ ; J I L Wa ? r a br ' 1 * f orn ^ on , e ha * b ! en djabcdlcally clever «*• 

V * I e - a-h-v vr .nt If • / h /I I \ ' t I \\y ,,ant af ^ a,r - After tho cofree Kennedy in covering up the crlmes.- 

ha\e voted for it before. Th»> u.mt it |j \ /l i\| I * si manned to m*k# §om» excuse for us to I could only gasp my amassment. 

It was at the time that the American » /ill * \ II JT/K. I J w v ?«‘ In lhe *ecrecy of our room in -Then." i blurted out, ’*you think the 

and Danish governments were negotlat- ,Cj 1 1 \ \ III iwf ^ I \ f th ® “Jt 1 ? hotel f'raig was soon making Ericksons-** 

ing about tho transfer of the Danish I H IIIH IIIU I \ » / Mf/|SL U I 4 useof his traveling laboratory. Our door burst open. It was Burke. 

West Indies, and quite evidently they | , //////fl/4//ft'//f rhk / \l \ / /l/ffy//SL I ^Vhat about tho little bottle of kera- ‘'Look!" ho exclaimed, pointing to the 

were discussing the islands. The las* I J j jgjjiffj » 1 V // i tin I asked, eagerly. open window. For a moment I gazed 

speaker seemed to bo a Dane, but th* |. ll ■f|||///////mf//ff/f//n| \L \ \ iiKtw-' // rif Hmail 15 r> v l . on. yes, he replied, not looking up at the sight blankly. Then I realized __ 

woman with him. evidently hla wlf*. was / / /miHIlllJIliH111IJalUtlD. \ \ -f • liUg^UIILUli\ »roni the tests he was making. -Well, that sweeping on us was one of those down at the 
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BY CHARLES M. PEPPER. 

U KRAINE demands a place ln the 
Russian revolutionary repub¬ 
lic*. The word has a great 
deal of meaning for Germany 
and the bolshevlkl. It may mean dis¬ 
aster to the plane of both. 

The proposed Ukraine republic la 

something more than a logical sequel of „f the bolshevlkl'getting fojd from course 
the anarchy with which the bolshevlkl Russia's ‘ .... 

started out *n a part of their program. 

It has a substantial basis. There Is 

geographical extenslem back of It. It _ ___ 

also has substantial racial Identity and 1,1 'heir dealings with the Ukraine." .... ... 

Identity of language. What Is more lm- In peaceful times the bulk of th. which alone could bo competent to de 
portont I. that in the way of product, ‘hVouglTVh.. 

and resources It has the means of sus- by way of the Black sea and tho Htralts 
■ aining the population comprised with- of Dardanelles, to the Mediterranean, 
in U. borders and a su, plus to -pare. J?l^sMi'S 
The Ukraine. In some of the dls- an.l some of It by the United Kingdom, 
patches, takes on a larger geographical The failure of the British expedition 
extent than Is comprised within the to force tho passage of the Dardanelles 
limits of the region, but the additions and the continued control of the Htralts 
come within Its sphere of Influence, so by Turkey has shut off these supplies 
that the whole section In the present from the allies and from the neutral 
political situation of Russia may be countries of Europe. That situation Is 
considered as one. At least, the region not likely to be changed, but there Is 
Is one which Is refusing to recognize no prospect that Germany will get th* 
the rule of the bolshevlkl. benefit of It. The bolshevik! may be 

i ray Russia to her, 


enec through the cultivation of the troops with th* commissioners. The Russian Black Sea fleet In Ule emrlr 
ands which have been free from the Ukraine leader, sent troops to wel- days of the war this fleet 
threat of military invasion. It Is known come them. effective arm of the allies It would 

that Homo crops have approached some- The result was civil war. The Ik- have been more effective had the 0*1- 
thing like normal production. . rallies, fighting on their own ground, llpoll expedition not foiled to force the 

If anarchy were not reigning at Pe- generally, had the heat of it. There passage of the Dardanelles. Keverthe- 
trugrad and if the Ukraine and Its were also riots and pillaging. Members less. It Inflicted considerable damage 
neighbors were willing to co-operate of the Ukraine delegation ln Peirograd on Turkish -hips and drove them t» 
with the bolshevlkl some food supplies wero arrested by the bolshevlkl and cover. 

might lie sent north. But with civil held virtually as hostages. This did not * . 

war actually iaging there is no prospect deter the Ukraine leaders from their « a 

"* ..-. ;■ , They continued to maintain When the Russian mimary^nxnedltloiL. 

most productive region, and their position of quasi-Independence. under- ,h» c.c. „._.i. ^ 

consequently they have to face lucre as- The rada. or parliament. In session at r Ihe c * ar ^* cousin, the grand duke, 

Ing discontent among their own fol- Kief, treated tbe ultimatum of the wa * making Its brilliant advance into 
lowers. That la a powerful argument bolshevlkl demanding submission with Armenia and was enveloping Treblxond 
for a conciliatory course on.their pari ^“‘^arapSh,^ ” th ® r *"«• »» the southern .hora 

^:..._•_.Ji- of ,h « *«■<* »#*. the fleet wus amid tm 

clde the question of peace for the whole he co-operating. Then th* treachery lu 
of Russia. The inference from this pro- high quarters caused the military an¬ 
nouncement was that If such a republic , . icory ac 

really were to be esUblished the ?T. m ® nl ? *® >» •ad«d.and t* 

Ukraine might be content with a Urge J** *“^ u " a ® y * r ‘ 
measure of autonomy and not set up for a , (| ;| f compelled to bottle ltsalf up 

Itself, as an Independent nation or t».„, .__ „ „ 

atate. But It made clear that tin. BUxk si? «J? Intlmstfcms thot <h« 

Ukrslues did not recognize tho holshe- controlled by tha 

vlk groups In their negotiations with K “"j?®""* , . h »* c*u»ed th. Wzf- 
the kaiser as representing Russia. a secret nnd.^ a. t0 “ d *•»* 

The Ukraine government also wanted oJV .mf enfieTVl^®*Uted througb- 
the bolshevik government, as an m i- nol c^r.aln.h.,,h^*,M P"'*' *1 J* 

dence of sovereignty and good faith, to KroimUoii cr^.' h i i* I? 1 ?' ^?*i® 1**® 
e Issue money to meet It* needs If It were r ,„ >wer brief day 

? to be considered a part of that gov- ed bilsh^Tni ®,w h * y c h * T " f up '* ort “ 

. or such part of eminent, but the bolshevlkl were not that ?he BUck <,r ^a h flMt b u“ofT 

Russia as they control, but they can- r«» d y l«u«. money to any except ,i t( r* r ent mind. Its comm.nd.1. 

, . , . , . not betray the Ukraine* and the Cos- their own partisans. The shutting off mor . „„ n 

It stretches from Rumania and the 8acU „ Germany would have to have «f foodstuffs by the Ukraine govern- rBda fcuf 7 3 T?? 1 p ? d l. ,y J£® 

ouths of the Danube on tho west to big army invading southern Russia ment was a blunt hint that without pt , nd on (hB crews Mine* th?„ ..i ill 
strakhon on the Caspian and tho «* rd «r '<> control the crops and If " , „ on -® y . fo /„ * h ® r L ,^ would be oruited p-lnclpall v fnn ^Um 
. rh . they <U d control the country It Is pretty no food for northern Russia Russia they also more likelv wiiI K?l7 

ouths of the \olga or. tho cash Its c ,. rlaln lha , tllo ,rop. which would he It does not appear from the mesger sympathy with the local coed.5 

lUthern border Is the Black sea. Iis harvested would not be large enough accounts of the fighting In southern with the bolshevlkl at PetrograiL *“** 

In any clrcumstsnces. Odessa and tha 
Rlack rea fleet will have a determining 
Influence on the future of the Ukraine 
Je f, P W lon ,hn seaport and th* 
fleet Itself could make the Ukraloa'a 
defiance of the tmlahevikl formidable 
1 .** < : k . of sympathy would Increase th* 


filtering In there. It's shameful. I can't 
Imagine anything more traitorous. Who¬ 
ever Is at the bottom of it ought to swing 

It Isn't over the border that they are "HE POLRED OUT THE CONTEXTS OF ONE Op’ THE 

■nine. We know that. Tho troops am 

there- How Is It. then? ' a polished, derefential Englishman, one acquired the information which he sought 

a A of those who seem to be citizens of the As neat';, aa X could I drew him apart 

and returned to our own table. We paid rat her than subjects of any par-- from Erickson. 

»» d w*r« about to leave HcuKr rountrv o. a y p .^ lranae ,,e should tell me that." rumin- 

“Hello! greeted a familiar voice beside ’ ,*!.?-„ S„. r had . ur ated Kennedy. "I know that there is a lot 

us. "I vs been looking all over town for Jorgen Erickson was. as I had aur of atufr consigned to planters In the island, 
you. They told me you had gone to the mlsed. a Dane. He proved to he one RQme ( . V8n w ‘ himself" 

theater and I thought I might possibly of the largest planters In the Island. .. H „ mugt ^ lying, then." I hastened. 
And you here." already wealthy and destined to be "Perhaps, these promoters are really plot- 

We turned. It was our old friend Burke wealthier If real estate advanced. The t( , rs B> . tha w-ay. what I wanteel to tell 
of tn* secret service, accompanied by a other woman. Nanette, was his wife, you wss that 1 saw Sydney and 1-eontine 
. ...... . She was sls<i a peculiarly interesting together again." 

1 d JJ ke y ou *° meet Mr. Sydney; tho ty _c a Frenchwoman from Guade- He was aliout to reply when the sound 
new special consular agent whom the * ' Younger and more - • - - 

government Is sending to the Danish ,h“ P her h,?.b.nd her anaoDV 
West indie, to Investigate and report than b . husband, her snappy 
on trade condition. " He Introduced. ® y ®" betokened an attractive pereon- 
“We're off for 8t. Thomas on the Ar- “"f- .... 

royo. Which sails lomorrow noon." I-eontlne Cowell. It seemed, had been 

"Great Scott!" ejaculated Kennedy. "Is In the Islands not long before, hud se- 
everybody daffy over those little Islands'' cured options on some score of plan- 


vlvactou* of %ome one approaching rauseil us to you must come to dinner tonight at 
black draw buck farther into the stadow. It ruv villa here In town. You are all In- 
proved to be Whitson and Nanelte. vlted—all of us who have become so 

Then you do not like St. Thomas, wo enjoyably acquainted on thla voyage, 

heard Whitson remark, as if lie were re- which I shall never forget. Believe 

pealing something she had Just said. mo when 1 say that It will be even 

■There is nothing there." she replied^ more a tribute to you personally than 

y 2J , d r n .„ ,h T- 1 Ions at a low figure, and mad. no w^o^nV^t^^^n «t^^« ^"oTd* smo^g 2?"'“ P °* ,U ° n ^ 

Sde i??h2 y ioKKc" dr * w u ’ 1 "* cr ® t ot her business. When the st. Croix, where we have the plantation. |, waa a graiiful Invitation, mora 

^ don't \u"^ you know " he ex ^? ,r j c * n ®‘ ,8t TVt he Ju8t “ Par. of the time w. live so tha „ I had brileved Erick.on rap- 

■lolned lowering^hj? voice "hut sin^o , " | a nd! ' ® h ® » ,ood to w,n out .. of tb ® « h ere. part of the time at Charlotte ab le of framing Sydney could do 

theoe neSitlarion. be^n the conSuUr ,nrrra5 ® of '“"d valu * B * con.lderable Amalie In St. Thomas. But there Is lit- nothing less than accept and thank 
Srvlee hak been^keenTv^Interested m t£I <»«""•• tie difference. I hope Jorgen Is able to him cordially, as we all did. 

poaalbllilles on th* Islands. Th.- govern Erickson el»». In addition to hi* own sell At least I should like to live a part While we were thanking Erickson I 
■Bent sent one special agent there named holdings, had been an agent for some °«the year In the states. saw that Whitson had taken th* oc- 

Dwhrhi. Well, he died a few days ago *>lh«r planters and thus had met Leon- TVould he like that. too. rasion also to thank Mrs. Erickson, 

It eras very suspicious, so much so that ,ln «- who had been th* means of In- "Many of us would," she replied, with whom he had been talking. Just 

the authorities In the Islands Investigated terestlng some American capital. quickly. "For many years things have a bit apart from the group. He made 

Yet the doctors have found no evidence As for Burleigh. It seemed that he been getting worse with us. Just now no secret of his attention, though I 
of anything wrong, no poison. Still. It Is had made the acquaintance of Leon- It seems a bit better beci/us* of the thought she was a bit embarrassed by 
very mysterious, and. you know." he tine In Well street. He had been In hlkh price of sugar. But who knows them at such a time When she etart- 

htated. "there are those who don't want the Caribbean, and the Impending b°w long that will last? Oh. 1 wish « d to re^loin the group I noted that she 

US down there." changes in the Danish West Indies had fomethlng would happen soon so that "» d forgotten her handbag, which lay 

The secret service man paused as luractedhlsno.lce Whether he had «»,"“*>■' make enough money to live »«r.where .he was sitting, 

though he had put the case as briefly and the sDecula- “ H 1 w “ nI lo " v ® Think; here the bee! 1 Picked it up to restore It, Rome un- 

potntedlv a* he could, then wen? on ZnrnrMooS bv com morions >®«™ "f Ilf. are slipping away. Unless controllable curiosity prompted me. as 

•Tv# been assigned to accompany the , , ol \ b°P*" lo , pr „ a by . we do somthlng soon It will be too late! *U were still looking at the town, to 

new consul down there andlnVestlgate d ® r,v * d fro , m dld ,,ot * pp “ y ’ We must m»k. dur money soon " «Pe» ‘be bag. Inside was a little bottle 

r»* no particular orders and the chief *' * ny r * t0 ® om ® common bond had There was an air of Impatience In her u [ grayish liquid. Hastily 1 pulled ofT 
will honor any reasonable expenae oc- tl,ro *" ,h ® du * r, * t together tone, of restless dissatisfaction f felt ,h « ca P ot my fountain pen and poured 

count—hut-He hesitated and stop- *' mu,t hav ® been ,he ®® cond day out th *t thero was an element of danger. R some of the liquid. Whether 

ped. looking keenly at Kennedy's face. I ,hat 1 observed Leonline and Sydney too. In a woman Just passing from youth either she or any one else had observed 

S aw w hat he woe driving at. together on the promenade deck. They making a confident of a man. ">®J was not going to run any chances 

"Well—to come to the point_what I seemed to be quite interacted In each It was a mixed sltuailon with the of being seen. I called a passing stew- 

ssanted to see you shout. Kennedy, is other, though I felt sura that Leon- quartet whom we were watching. One ard - "Mrs. Erickson forgot her bag," I 
to find out whether you srould go with tine was making a play for him. At thing was aufilclently evident. They “*“• you 'R n, ' d h ®r over there with Mr. 
me. I think." he added, persuasively. “It any rate. Burleigh was Jealous. What were all desperately en caged In the pur- Whitson She betrayed no anxiety as 
would be quite worth your while. Be- ever might be the scheme. It was ap- suit of wealth. That was a common "ne received It. 

Md*^ you look tired. Tou're working parent that the young Englishman was bond. Nor had f seen anything to Indl- , . l ®*‘ 11 no *'"»• in getting to Kennedy 
too hard. The change win do you good, head over heels In love'With her. cal ® lh at they were overscrupulous In an ? telling him what I had found, and 

And yrur conscience needn’t trouble you. What did It mean? Was she playing ,hat Pursuit. Within half an hour I had a Iew . moments later he made an ex- 

TouTI be working, all right." _.„ h Rv dn#T seeking to secure hie In- fc *®'. 1 Leonline with Sydney and Nanette cus# to go to our stateroom, as eager 

Kennedy smiled as he read the other's n u . nce to further her schemes’ Or did wl,h Whitson. Both Sydney as consular M f *® know what was In the bottle, 
enthusiasm. “I'd like to think th- pro- f, som. desner m^e sinister aKe " t “ nd wb ltson through his Influ- , Flrat be poured a drop of the liquid 

pooal over." he conceded, much to my “ ■ om ® d * e P« r - more ■» n,at * r «-nce with the "hipping trust possessed from th « cap of my fountain pen In | 

.norprls*. •'TO let you know in the morn- great influence. Had the party thought water It did not dissolve 8uc- 

Inc** Busy with my speculations. I was u out Hnd were they now p i a yi n ^ thc cesslvely he tried alcohol, ether, then 

•‘Mind.- wheedled Burke. "I won't take astonished soon After to realize that game with the main chance in view? I»«P»ln. None had any effect on IL Final- 
no for an answer. We need you." the triangle had b«"omp a hexagon, so I looked Inquiringly at Kennedy as ,y ,,e dlwolved it In ammonia. nor 

I went to bed. tired, but through the to speak. Whitson and Nanette Erick- thc voices died way while the couple “Relatively high amount of sulphur." bee 

night I knew Craig was engaged on some »on seemed to be much in each other s walked slowly down the deck. He said h J muttered, after a few moments more m0 i 

work about which he seemed to bv company. But unlike Burleigh. Erick- nothing, hut he was evidently ponder- °* *tudy. "Keratin. 1 believe." rrn 

somewhat secretive. When I saw him son seemed to be either oblivious or ing deeply on some problem, perhaps “Poison?*' I asked. , h 

f PL" In the laboratory, in the morning, complacent. ‘hat which the trend of affairs had "hook his head. "No. harmless" j 

he had before him a large packing cam, Whatever it might all portend. I raised In my own mind. u hen what ** *t tor?’ ^ 

"iJi ? 1 . . w,Th bands found that It did not worry Kennedy. Our delay had not been long, but it . V? a . y .f v r h ? d af >nie half-formed duc 

* y h*t “ *™»t< 1 faked, mystified. He although he observed closely. Burke. * lar * sufficient to cause us to miss ,<l4 ' a ’ ® ul a ‘* did was to place the lllc 

opened the lid n »o»-t of door, on which however, was considerably excited and Ending Deontlne and Sydney. We did. Kar ?®. ,n . hl8 lr * v « ,,n f laborato ry. close Th . 
was a strong loc>k. and 1 looked inside even went so far as to speak to Syd- however, run across Burke, apparently »» were ready to b.* ron 

•My trawling lMfKjrator>.” he remarked , ie y. over whom he re.t a sort of much troubled. taken ashore. Nearly every one had gon« _, r 

.IJu? . i . . guardianship Sydney turned the irat- "I don't like this business," he con- xirK»! h ® ,,me ratu rned to the der 

Then you are going with Burke to St. ter off lightly. An for me. I determined fessed. as-we paused to compare «x- Wh ‘ ,aon was there yet. talking ??L 

Thomas-" l queried. lt , Willch both of lhe se women closely. periences. "l ve been th?nk?^ of th^t I? r thc 8h, PP*«K the HL* 

JXXOaa* ^ v «Wn thinking Kennedy spent much time not only Mexican business you hlnted'at. X«n- bee 

of what I would do if an important case j n watching the pafcaengers. but »n nedy You know the islands would be 0n,€d now to get h 

hnrai^ mi ri.* n F.*Sn ' ,ur . k '‘" « ,r *»l»oe« , I KoInK about the ship. talkln K to the an Ideal, ou’-of-the-way spot from wfer accompanied by "J 1 ' 

hurried me. that s all. And you are go- . aptain and crew and every one who which to start gun-running "xueditlon* an( ' 8fl8r 80 ™« difficulty es- 

Inr. Si*", he added lou have until kn^w anythinx about the Islands. In to Mexico I don't like this Leontinr ' n, v® d our "® l 1 v *® aI a small hotel. aac 

noon to break the new* to the star. fact, he collected enouich Information and Burlelah. They want to make ?'i r i lt ® wa,t,n * for us. and In spite J® 

Thus It came about that I'rattr and I | n » fear days to have satisfied any money too b«l " * of hla pUying the role of traveling 

found ourselves In the forenoon In a taxi- ordinary tourist for weeks. __ . , salesman manured to direct ue about ... 

««b on the front or which was loaded Even the canto did not escape his »e7m fo aonrove'Sf ev.^vl^o^ .k* 10 **?'hat we mlxht as quickly as possible Uki 
the Precious Ivor, ns well as our other attention, and I found that he was es- ?i! P i f ®'* ry,hln K. though, pick up the thread of the mysterious r,,c 

hastily packed lu.-jmite and we were on penally Interested In the rather heavy --o".. death of Dwight. It did not take us Iona- lay ' 

our way to Broca yn. to the dork from shipments of srgtrultaral implements , ?. ' , Thal * ® n ? re *> , ''n why to gather such meager Information as act 

which the Arroyo -ailed. , hat w , r , consigned to various planters i Z b ® ”“ r ® da n«oroua for there was about the autopsy thst hail uctl 

Already the clearance papers had been m the island* “ ,d ^* y ‘If" h ® f®»l‘« a ' 1 k "»» «he'e followed the strange death of Sydney's pro 

obtained, and there was the usual last- it wu» the evening a"ter one of Ken- a ,aa "-lnatlng girl. All the more reason predecessor. 1 win 

moment confusion among the passengers nedy's busy days scouting about that ““a-., r _u I Bul 1 “fl' 1 talk No trace of anything out of th,. w... ,hl1 

os the hour for sailing approached It he quietly summoned both Burke and ydn * y '. J* ^ , had been foun“ and tbera the c «-' 

aeeme.1 a* If we had w-arcclv beevrded the Sydney to our cabin. 11 “ a " an enigma and I had not i. ad rested ...mi. ® I ,® ®’Orier , 

•hJP when Kennedy was as gay as a ^There's cornering queer going on." *,?I ve J r "' 'hough I felt much as Burke of our first vhrinfwa* to^R. U Am«rt??2 Kta 

schoolboy on an unexpected holiday I announced '’rale, when he was sure ,lld ,, * emcd *° have deter- consulate, where Sydney bJ o'? aad 

realized St once whnt wa* the cause. The ,|,at we were all together without be- ml "® d to a,| o*' events to take their h.s special commIsrion h'ad ^eeTlhH v. ^ bus 

change or scene the mere fart of cutting jn g observed "Frankly. ! must con- co ® r *®' perhaps In the hope that de- hlrna P |f. Thera seemed to ho m'rio der 

loose, were having their effect. fess that I don't understand It—yet." veiopments would b- quicker that way w , h . mysterious death <1? n Lirt, ley 

As we steamed slowly down the bay I "You needn't worry about me." In- ,han . by ">'erferlnt.- with something /11 that we w/re able todls^vJi f. h ' J 

pan my eye over the other p.-.ssengera terrupted Sydney, hastily. "I can take »J>lch we did not understand rcme hou.s o? orient S"' 'l'" 

at the rail, straining their eyes to c -are of myself." 1" the smoking room, after we left that Dwight had P sufr»cak ln e - r>- waa 

K trh the las' glimpse of the towers of Kennedy smiled quietlv. We knew Rurhe. Kennedy and I came upon prostration marked * reat It 

w York There were Burke and Syd- what Sydney meant.' He seemed to re? J?®!‘* a 2 n and Bur i® ,p ?' They had Just rions and Voma WhMher ?h- e °eT' U » tra; 

■ey. hut they were not together, and. to sent Burkes solicitude over his ac- finished a game of poker with some of of aome a , range disease or* . . raault 

•II appearances, did not know each qualntance with l^ontlne and was evl- ’he other passengers, in which Bur- no one was nrenared to ..J “* 

•the-. Sydney, of course, could not con- dently warning us off. Kennedy, how- lelgh's usual run of luck and skill had was known was that ths hL> iivi - a * r 

eeal his identity, nor did wish to. no ever, avoided the subject. been with him. n“ d b«!l,swift 8ll Sden “ b „ ,OW eou 

b ®"®', unseen perils "I may as well tell you." he resumed. Lucky at curds, unlucky In love." w* ran across Whitson 00!? 

might be Ms mission. But Burke was "that I was quite as much Influenced remarked Burleigh as we approached. twice during the dav busilv P f 

down on the passenger list as. and had by a rumor that arms were somehow . R® said It with an air of banter, yet renewing acauainta'n’ess wiik n *ISr nor 

assumed ttye role of, a traveling sales- getting Into Mexican ports os I was by 1 could not help feeling that there chants and planters he hzl kill's lout 

man for a mythical novelty house In your appeal. Burke, ln coming down wa " “ note of seriousness at the bot- before, but I do not recall hToiww 

Chicago. That evidently was part of here. So far I've found nothing that ’em of It. Had he known that Leontlne either Burleigh or DotiiIm whlrif i d 

the plan tbAV had agreed on between proves my case. But. as I said, there Is >>ad been with Sydney on the deck? HU thought rather strange for th « 

themeelveeq—Kennedy took the cue. something under the surface which I v ® r T euccess at poker had its effect on was small and stranger* few™ town tar' 

Ar I sttidied the various groups. I don't understand. We have all got to "I®- * found myself eyeing him as If he Erickson had Invited ue to .... 

Mused iradffealjr. surprised. There waa stick together, trust no one but our- had been one of the transatlantic card the afternoon to the dlnner^Tnd 1 —! " 

th* party which had sat at the table .elves, and. above all. keep our eye. perhap. an International crook. did not deUy ln getUng thIr^ dan 

next to us at thc Burridge the night open." Y®t I had nothing on which to base auch house proved to be a vSritab e A.i^L* W 

before. It was all that waa aald, but I wa* re- Judgment on the Mde of on* of tbl Mn. P il2 c ®' . 

then Craig Jogged my elbow. He lieved to note that Sydney seemed greatly Erickson presented a different prob- abruptly from the ahore The* Au * 

hod caugh. sight of Whitson edging his Impressed. Still, half an hour later. I saw 'em- to my mind. Either he had not sons were proud of their homo dro ' 

-way In our direction. I saw what It was him sitting In a steamer chair besides been perfectly frank with u* in regard they might be In spite of th. dT£!‘ tant 

that < ralg meant. He wanted intro- l^ontlne again, watching the beautiful *0 the improvement of hla properties plaint* we had heard Nane-i* oir" 

duction. m come .bout naturally, as play of the moonlight on the now almo« or he was concealing something mu" 2nd ,h. Iffort. of ErickJo“n, Ln ^ wer 
they do■ on shipboard If one only wafts, tropical ocean after we had emerged from more sinister. Again and again my holdings. Mrs Erickson proved*to h2 troT 

«... deck and tn the lounging and the gulf stream. mind reverted to the hint, that had a chsrmlng hostees and the ho.l .^ sou' 

smoking rooms It did not take" long for Seeking Kennedy. 1 found him at last been dropped by Marlowe, and I re- tended a hospitality such** m* bat to t 

.him to contrive way* of meeting and in th* smoking room, to my surprise talk- called th* close scrutiny Whitson had rarely meets. ° 1 “ blat 

getting acquainted with those he wish- ing with Ericlmou. I Joined than, wonder- given the four that night. sTSar. l Burle^h arrived proudly- -with Leon- 2nd 


dent “'t’kr ? f e * tnb,lahln »r Indepen- 
dent Ukraine government, but also 
would contribute rather to anarchy 
than to establishing the authority of 


the bolshevlkl. In ..halev2r*Ugh« 
viewed. It Is evident that the de¬ 
velopment* I In th* Ukraine and 
the developments In the rad*, or par¬ 
liament. at Kief, are going to ha£T a 
r? y , [ n 'j® r l a " 1 bearing on the future o« 

Russia. It must l>e remembered that tha 
J™" 11 "* of <h® Ukraine extend to those 
r, f i‘i h -o cf i n,ral pow * r ®- That Is a patn- 
II! lk r n 1 [ n * argument against |«Mu 
the bolshevlkl deliver the region owS 
to a German peace. * 


g"'An. so much In the public ey« 
nnd so much upon the publle 
tongue. In n figurative sense, has 
caused tho thoughts of many persons 
to turn to Cuba, the great sugar island 1 
ot the world, but relatively little pub- ! 
11 c Interest has bocn manifested ln an- 
other great sugar Island—that Is Java, j 
Persona who have not traveled there ! 
and have rot been particularly Inter¬ 
ested In the geography of the east or 
til t £ e , W f tay Archipelago are apt to 
think of Java as a small Island where 


r-,L," h r S',’. K°,V.„ Pr TOC lron°^^ th ® bolshevlkl. It may safely be as- but It is one’, 
22? nrincfneRv ®umed that if any important advan- during countri 

Ln"Erw” M l2 tiire ItaV th“7™n tages wera gsine.l these would he M»u.l export 
and steel Industries are situated. But heraltled. The last reports allowed to ’ L'; 

their control under war conditions "R er °“ 1 Indicated that the Ukraine “ e -Uo.i 

would be of no such advantage to Ger- forces were In control of Bessnrabi < 
many as has been the control of the and along the Rumanian frontier. If -i! 

P.elpiajj coal fields and the iron ore this bo true It is a further block fo the ,j,5 n 4**, ?*1 

fields of northern France. German t^an*. vation iii mini 

This is the economic situation as to It is clear that up to the present time* and lbo a y er * 
the bolsheviki and Germany. The po- the bolshevlkl have not succeeded in and on*—half to 
lftlead situation is worse for both of getting the Ukrainaus Into a struggle is hiuli above 
them. The Lkraine. even under the with the Cossacks. Instead, the two land. 
f-mI’,f r 2 C 2!tr22v t !lSe2“nf a 'ntY2l 1221" antl-bolshevik forces seem to be co- The cnltlvatl 

n. h nrtl>nc» rt Tn.? operating, and Cossack troops are re- old Industry in 

L2 !r.1 ,„Vl..., 12’ ? ,: ported in control of the railways of has Increased 

!.e?ura coSslderatmn^ from‘the Sirt ,b ®,® outl, ' | a « -ver which is transport- "Ot Jct Betw 
government. because, while the secret ® d * h ® coal ,h « Donetz basin 1 

police might partially copo with nihilist Th ® control of Odessa is a vital far- ' 0 “" a f®, 

plots at Petrograd. or St. Petersburg, tor ln the situation. Odessa is the most «eaanj. until 1 
they could not dominate a district such Important port In southern Russia, or 
as that comprised in the Ukraine. In all Russia, for that matter. Its y 1 * 

* population Is more than half a million. in',hi* 

• * In the past, virtually all the agrlcul- National t'itv 1 

IsxaU self-government had a definite tural product* of the region have been ; hat wh „ e 

extstence In these provinces. Thera 'if,?* HlV- a v ' ry " ,d ">< 

, .. . to all parts of the world have theL* iiaF.srd ihromr'n 

was also the sentiment of nationality headquarters there. passed through 






